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In the state requirements for the level of general education of students, the role of the ability to obtain information from different sources, to apply different methods of cognitive and creative activity is growing. Shifting educational priorities in the direction of developing students’ initiative, their independence and responsibility for the results of their own activities, the expansion of educational autonomy has led to the need to clarify the concept of foreign language communicative competence. In addition to language, speech, linguo-social and cultural competences, it also includes learning-strategic competence. According to the State Standard of Basic and Complete Secondary Education, the purpose of learning-strategic competence is the formation of general learning skills, mastering strategies for learning and using a foreign language that help students master foreign language communicative competence.

Issues of learning and cognitive strategies were considered in the works of methodologists: H. Aleksandrova, A. Chamot, G. Eiger, V. Harris, M. Kabardov, J. O’Malley, R. Milrud, N. Mykhailova, R. Pligin, U. Rampillon, L. Yagenich, A. Zalevska and others. The works of N. Bilonozhko, B. Misler, T. Oliinyk, R. Oxford, M. Wendt, W. Rampillon and others define the role of learning strategies in the educational process.

Learning strategies in learning a foreign language is a very complex phenomenon, covering communicative (aimed at the development of speech skills), metacognitive (involves self-control and self-realization of cognitive activity) and educational (involves the formation of linguistic knowledge) aspects. 

Analysis of numerous approaches and concepts to the problem of defining «learning strategies» gives reason to believe that the concept of «foreign language learning strategy» is the ability and willingness of the student to solve problems of communication and studying in the process of learning a foreign language.

That is, the term «learning strategies» means the methods or techniques that students use to improve foreign language communicative competence. Learning strategies include learning techniques that are designed to achieve certain goals of learning objectives. Strategic competence is seen as the ability to compensate in the process of communication lack of knowledge of the language, as well as speech and social experience of communication in a foreign language

Thus, we can say that the learning strategy is an organized, purposeful and regulated sequence of certain actions that students perform during learning activities in order to make learning easier, faster and more effective. Learning strategies include learning techniques that are designed to achieve certain goals of educational objectives. 

Among the several classifications of educational strategies proposed in foreign literature, the most appropriate classification is R. Oxford. It divides learning strategies in learning foreign languages into two groups [4, p. 37]:
1) direct learning strategies;
2) indirect learning strategies. 

Direct learning strategies are strategies that directly affect the language being learned and require its mental processing; it is the ability to focus, plan one’s activities and evaluate results. Direct strategies deal directly with the training material and are divided into:

1) memorization strategies help in finding and storing information, they include various ways to develop long-term and working memory, so that the student is able to more efficiently and quickly memorize new information and remember previously learned (relying on visual or audio image, associations, the use of physical action, rhyme, reduction, repetition and reproduction of certain information, finding in memory the necessary information). They are related to how students memorize information [1];

2) compensatory strategies create the opportunity to communicate, despite the speech deficit, they include ways for students to find a way out of a situation where they do not have the necessary knowledge and skills. They are the use of gestures, pauses, guessing words from the native language to overcome difficulties in oral or written speech, they help students to compensate for insufficient linguistic knowledge [3, p. 86];

3) cognitive strategies work with language through reasoning, collecting, processing and storing information, they are related to specific learning tasks (analysis, design, reception and production, practice, etc.) and what students are learning. Cognitive strategies allow students to use language receptively and productively [2].
Indirect learning strategies are strategies that regulate and support the learning of a foreign language, act as a means of motivation for students, they deal with the means of learning (when? what? where? how?), with the feelings associated with learning and with social behavior. Indirect learning strategies include: 

1) emotional (affective) strategies that help control emotions and are a means of encouraging students. These include breath control, anxiety reduction, use of background music during classroom activities and independent work; watching movies in a foreign language, creating positive guidelines, increasing motivation, etc.;

2) social strategies, which provide for all forms of cooperation with other participants in the educational process: seeking help or clarification; inquiries to clarify or confirm information; pair and group work; cooperation with native speakers or more experienced students; communication via the Internet, etc.; 

3) metacognitive strategies based on consideration of the learning process in order to increase its effectiveness. They are used to plan, monitor and evaluate completed speech or language tasks. These include defining the purpose of learning, self-assessment, planning the educational process, training, observation.

The use of direct and indirect learning strategies is effective if: 

1) the learning strategy corresponds to the learning style of a particular student; 
2) the learning strategy is properly correlated with the task; 

3) the student effectively uses the learning strategy and combines it with other strategies. 

Learning strategies that meet the above conditions can make the process of mastering foreign languages faster and more interesting 

Thus, learning strategies are one of the main factors in determining how effectively students learn a foreign language.
Understanding the essence of learning strategies for the formation of foreign language communicative competence of students can allow teachers to identify a set of the most appropriate systems of exercises to improve the effectiveness of mastering a foreign language, its lexical and grammatical composition. It can be argued that a combination of several strategies can increase the effectiveness of learning and mastering foreign language knowledge, skills and abilities.
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