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ONLINE TESTING AS A TOOL TO MONITOR ENGLISH PROGRESS OF FUTURE PHILOLOGY TEACHERS
Liudmyla Bakhmat, Violetta Panchenko
The importance of the English language is highlighted in numerous laws and by-laws. Currently, it is taught from the first year in primary school. For more and more professions, it’s obligatory to pass an English exam to get Master’s degree. Since 2021 the State Final Attestation is to include obligatory subjects and English or another foreign language is one of them. The Ministry of Education and Science in Ukraine has made such a decision based on a growing importance of English knowledge.
When teaching and learning English it’s of essence to keep track of progress and spot gaps in order to fill them in as soon as possible. As a result, testing knowledge is considered a both milestone and necessary routine. Therefore, monitoring academical achievements is of significant educational value for future professionals, including future teachers.
In the article Peculiarities of test control application at studying foreign language in higher educational institutions, N. Harmatiuk and V. Martsenyuk noted that testing is both useful as a training exercise and means of control. They specify the following functions of tests as 1) adjusting and improving the controlled material, 2) forming speech skills and abilities, 3) stimulating memory and thinking development. They also note that testing is an evaluation method that determines not only the achievements of students but also teacher’s work and methodology effectiveness.
L. Gavrilova and O. Iaburova carried out at experiment introducing a special course British Exams into the educational process of the bachelor program at Donbass State Pedagogical University. The article titled Monitoring of English communicative competence of pedagogical university students offers the experiment results about effectiveness of developing English language competence based on using appropriate tests.
Yu. Derkach and T. Romaniv are sure that the main feature of testing is objectivity based on quantitative information on learning quality.  One of the disadvantages, though, is that the developed methods are aimed at testing actual knowledge of students and do not take into account potential for personal development.
When learning English as a part of the curriculum, third-year students, future teachers of Ukrainian specializing in English, were offered a questionnaire to evaluate a general satisfaction rate with different types of assessment modes, kinds of questions, benefits and shortcomings. The questionnaire was made in Google forms. Various types of questions were used, including multiple-choice, check-boxes and open-ended questions. Later, the responses were tabulated in Google spreadsheets.  
As questioning took place after the lockdown in spring 2020 and during distance education period, students were asked to compare online and paper tests. To start with, a striking majority of students – 90% expressed preference for online testing. When studying English during the 2019-2020 and 2020-2021 academic years, the students were doing tests built on Google forms and at the service of onlinetestpad. They noted that both platforms were equally good. 
When asked what tasks students believed good, 80% wrote testing (in general), while 35% additionally specified matching tasks, 12% highlighted word-making tasks of available letters and another 12% chose crosswords and quizzes.  
At the final stage, students were asked to consider both advantages and disadvantages of online tests. As both were open-ended, the answers were grouped based on keywords. The most popular answer was convenience, the second one was time and location efficiency (i.e. taking a test anywhere anytime). Two students noted that online testing is good to think over the correct answer without being disturbed. Another student  gave an environmentally friendly answer (“natural resources don’t get wasted”), while another one specified that when taking a test online the results are available at once after submitting as well as the grade. 
The final question was on the shortcomings of online testing the students had. Only 25%  answered they found none. Another 25% noted mistakes in automatic grading (“on some platforms, technicalities can be counted as errors, e. g. a comma, a full stop, a capital letter, etc.”), while another 25% pointed out technical glitches.  12% of the respondents highlighted no or poor Internet connection and another 12% believed time limitation to be a problem.
All in all, the respondents demonstrated interest in online testing. At the same time, they also paid attention to the disadvantages. As for grading comments, it would be recommended to check automatic results manually. A positive attitude would be established with a wide variety of tasks, including ones of matching, word-building and crosswords. Therefore, online testing is a useful tool to monitor students’ knowledge, especially in the conditions of distance learning.
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