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Abstract. The article deals with the organization of control procedures in high school to assess students’ learning outcomes. The problem has several aspects, including the tasks, requirements for control, its functions, types, forms and methods. The analysis of scientific and pedagogical literature as well as personal experience allows us to claim that control has to be systematic, educational, diagnostic, stimulating, developmental, manageable, evaluative, extensive, objective, unbiased, open and public. It performs monitoring, stimulating, educational, developmental, checking, adjuvant, consolidating, revising, correcting, encouraging, punitive, evaluative, intimidation, ascertaining, communicative, diagnostic, disciplinary, administrative functions. The most important types of control for educational purposes include preliminary, current, thematic and final control activities, which can be carried out in different forms: individual, group and frontal. Oral, written and standardized tests as control methods enjoy the widest popularity among Ukrainian high school teachers. The research proves that control activities are efficient only if they cover all the educational material and are differentiated according to the level of students’ knowledge.
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Introduction

Control serves as one of the means to define quantitative and qualitative parameters of education effectiveness, it is an integral part of the diagnostics process of students’ leaning outcomes. 
The system of control organization in contemporary high school is characterized by certain deficiencies: application of forms and methods for the evaluation of students’ learning outcomes without taking into account pedagogical aims; weak realization of students’ learning function when they face their mistakes alone without teachers’ assistance; underestimation of students’ learning achievements as the results of their diligence in educational activity; registration of only the lower levels of the gained knowledge (recognition, reproduction, apprehension) and not paying sufficient attention to reconstructive and creative levels of learning; absence of orientation to in-depth knowledge and tendency to accumulate positive marks; not taking into account students’ cognitive abilities in the process of tests development, as they are compiled by teachers without checking their validity, reliability, etc. 
Literature review

The problem of the control in high school was studied by A. Aleksiuk, S. Arkhanhelskyi, Yu. Babanskyi, O. Beznosiuk, V. Bezpalko, M. Makhmutov, N. Talyzina (psychological and pedagogical aspects of control), V. Bocharnikova, I. Bulakh, L. Dobrovska, V. Ilina, E. Luzik, O. Mokrova, I. Romaniuk (modern approaches to the organization of control in educational process). General theoretical grounds for the organization of the control of future specialists’ learning outcomes were outlined in the researches by V. Avanesov, A. Kuzminskyi, I. Pidlasyi, D. Chernylevskyi and the others. Sh. Amonashvili, A. Bielkin, T. Kniazieva, Ye. Perovskyi, V. Polonskyi, T. Yurkov researched the role and the significance of control in high school, defined its essence, functions, types, forms and methods. 

Despite a great number of researches in the area of students’ knowledge and skills control and assessment in higher educational establishments, including pedagogical ones, this problem is still topical nowadays, which explains the choice of the topic of the current article, which deals with the tasks, requirements for control, its functions, types, forms and methods with the aim to develop a control methodology for assessing learning outcomes in particular academic disciplines. 
Discussion

Control is detection, measurement and assessment of students’ educational activity results. The procedure of detection and measurement is also called check, which is a constituent part of control. Except check, control involves assessment (as a process) and mark (as a result) of check (Vasiuk, Maidaniuk, 2009).

Knowledge control, as the organization of feedback and the means to manage educational process, occupies an important place in the educational process in higher educational establishments. It helps to define the initial level of students’ knowledge, provides information about their learning progress in the course of studying. Some of the control forms and methods change alongside with the change of high school requirements, however, its main essence – to know how successful the process of mastering the learning material is – remains unchanged. It is defined by the nature of a certain discipline studying itself. 
The indicators of students’ knowledge control serve as the only basis for judging about their learning outcomes, as well as for solving such important questions as transfer to the next academic year, awarding of a scholarship, graduation from a higher educational establishment, getting a diploma. Data on the results of students’ knowledge control are used to assess not only certain students’ and teachers’ work, but also the work of academic groups, courses, faculties and higher educational establishments as a whole. 
The system of the control of specialists training quality has the following tasks:
· to define the level of formation and development of the key students’ competences;

· to elicit, check and assess the level of the obtained knowledge and skills in order to find out how well students have mastered the learning material on a particular discipline at all stages of education;
· to compare the actual results of educational activity to the planned ones; 
· to evaluate correspondence between the content, forms, methods, aids of education and aims, tasks of specialists training stated in national standards for a particular area of study or speciality; 
· to encourage regular students’ self-work and cognitive activity;
· to detect and develop students’ creative abilities;
· to increase students’ interest to learning educational material;

· to evaluate the effectiveness of students’ self-work, their ability to work with educational, reference, methodological literature;

· to elicit the best experience and to work out methods to increase the quality of studying, by means of implementation of innovation technologies in educational process, including usage of new information possibilities, especially computer and the Internet (Auzina, Holub, Vozna, 2002; Oderii, 1995; Yahodzinskyi, Muromtseva, Ivanova, 1997).

Control in high school should be organized in accordance with a number of requirements: it has to be subordinated to the set of educational goals; control has to show concrete, objective results of knowledge mastering (skills, know-how, creative activity experience and emotionally evaluative attitude to the surrounding reality); methods of the objective analysis and evaluation of the received control results should be used. Control, which result is a certain mark, has to be systematic, educational, diagnostic, stimulating, developmental, manageable, evaluative, extensive, objective, unbiased, open, public, etc. (Kuzminskyi, 2005; Vyhovska, 2011).

The question of control functions is one of the most important ones in the course of this problem research, as it performs monitoring, stimulating, educational, developmental, checking, adjuvant, consolidating, revising, correcting, encouraging, punitive, evaluative, intimidation, ascertaining, communicative, diagnostic, disciplinary, administrative functions (Vasiuk, Maidaniuk, 2009). If teachers in higher educational establishments know what functions control performs and take them into account, they can prepare and organize control activities in a didactically grounded and methodologically appropriate way. Every teacher should develop a system of control activities which will ensure the realization of all control functions. 
The analysis of the scientific literature allows us to conclude that in the course of studying in higher educational establishments it is worth applying different types of control: 
· preliminary (aimed at diagnostics before learning a new module, topic, at the beginning of the semester);
· current (to show the quality of students’ learning in class); 
· thematic (to find out how well students have learnt a certain topic, unit, how effectively they have used reference literature);
· final (to define students’ level of educational attainment in particular academic disciplines) (Yahodzinskyi, Muromtseva, Ivanova, 1997; Oderii, 1995).

Preliminary control is used as a premise for successful planning and management of educational process. Its aim is to show the general level of students’ attainment in a particular subject in order to map out further organization of students’ educational activity. Preliminary control (check and assessment of the residual knowledge) may also be carried out some time after a final exam in a certain discipline either with the aim to evaluate in-depth knowledge or to define its level.
Current control of knowledge is an organic part of the whole pedagogical process, it serves to elicit the level of educational material perception (mastering). It is carried out during routine educational activities and manifests itself in teachers’ systematic observation on students’ work in every lesson. It is aimed at getting prompt objective information about students’ level of knowledge and quality of their work in class; solving management problems concerning educational process, which is sometimes possible only on the grounds of current control data.

Threshold (thematic, module, block) control of knowledge indicates the quality of learning of certain chapters, topics and corresponding students’ cognitive, methodic, psychological qualities. Threshold control allows teachers to check mastering of the obtained knowledge within a longer period of time and covers a considerable scope of modules. It can be conducted in an oral or written form, as a test, individually or in groups. 
Final control involves checking the level of students’ knowledge and skills obtained during a semester, an academic year, the whole period of studying in a higher educational establishment. The system and the structure of students’ knowledge are determined in the course of final control. It includes semester, end-of-year and state exams as well as tests before exams. The main goal of exams is to estimate the real content of students’ knowledge in terms of its extent, quality and ability to apply it in practical activities. Despite the results of control procedures during a semester, exam as a final type of control should be obligatory for all students.
Control is carried out in different forms: individual, group and frontal.
Nowadays Ukrainian educational system in high school is based on the main principles of European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System (ЄСТS). As the experience shows, rating assessment system, which is applied there, increases the role of the current and final control, makes it systematic. Rating assessment provides integral evaluation of students’ studying results; combines quantitative evaluation of studying results and qualitative indexes of students’ studying; enables to take into account their achievements at every stage of knowledge mastering, to liven their self-work. It is convenient in terms of transferring national mark into ECTS scale, encourages students’ self-control development. 
System approach involves complex application of the methods to check students’ knowledge, skills and know-how. We consider it is worth describing these methods in detail.

One of the most important control methods is observation of students’ educational activity. It allows teachers to get the idea of students’ cognitive abilities, their attitude to knowledge mastering, the level of their self-preparation, etc.
Oral test is widely used in the traditional system of students’ learning outcomes check and assessment. It involves students’ questioning on the content of educational material and assessment of their answers. According to its character oral test can be individual and frontal, simple and complex (Yanchenko, 2008).

Written test is one of the most important forms of students’ knowledge, skills, know-how control. This form of control is believed to be time-efficient in terms of the simultaneous inclusion of all group members during one educational period, as well as from the point of view of the data handling and getting the results. Similarity of students’ works allows teachers to set identical demands to everybody, which increases the objectivity of studying results evaluation. Using this form we can check the level of knowledge mastering by all the students of the group quickly and simultaneously; define the areas for individual work with every student, carry out the necessary analysis of the process of knowledge mastering and draw corresponding methodological conclusions. 
The main drawback of written tests is considerably long period of educational time which is required to conduct such check in class, evaluation of written works by teachers at home, students’ work on their mistakes. It holds true if, for example, we carry out a written test with the aim to check the level of formation of foreign language communicative writing skills. However, we cannot but mention that such control forms as composition or retelling have great educational potential. 
To make written tests shorter we may suggest the tasks connected with certain transformations of a short written text, for example, its expansion or shortening, development of its storyline. Students can also be asked to write a detailed plan of a certain text in the form of questions or, vice versa, answers. 
So, getting ready to conduct control activities, teachers should realize what discrepancies can appear in the quality of the expected students’ speech product in terms of all communicative skills that have to be formed at the particular stage of studying. The main requirement for the choice of the control forms is that they have to correspond to the knowledge, skills and know-how which are tested. 

All the aforementioned methods of control have one common drawback – every person, who tests and assesses students, proceeds from their own subjective impressions, intuition, experience. A certain example or standard of the correct and consistent execution of actions is required. When there is a particular model, checking becomes simpler and more automated. 
Some of the abovementioned problems can be solved by using standardized tests, however, it is widely accepted nowadays that they also have their shortcomings. In Ukraine tests are used at the final stage of professional training to check and assess the level of students’ mastering the content of the major academic disciplines in the whole or some of its parts (modules). Such tests are applied to determine graduates’ qualifications. Qualification tests are usually complex. 
Students have to not only prove that they possess some knowledge, skills and know-how, but also demonstrate that they are capable of making right decisions. However, testing cannot entirely substitute all forms of oral and written control. The skills in special terminology, the ability to produce logical sentences, to express ideas in a comprehensible and coherent way can only be reliably checked with the help of oral control forms (e.g. during seminars); the level of practical skills formation is assessed in practical lessons or during different kinds of educational and professional practice. 
Due to rapid technical development at the beginning of the 21st century it is becoming more and more popular to organize and control students’ educational activities with the help of information technologies. Information technologies change the character of students’ learning, they brisk up students’ self-work through different electronic instruments designed for educational purposes. That is why organization and control of educational process with the help of personal computers, the Internet, electronic teaching aids and distance learning is getting more and more popularity in Ukrainian higher educational establishments. Teachers can control students using e-mails, forums or even chats. It is possible to conduct students’ activities control round-the-clock. 
Conclusion
So, the main requirement for the organization of effective control of students’ learning outcomes in the process of academic disciplines studying is its systematic character, when each unit or module is followed by comprehension check tasks, oral, written and standardized tests are combined with graphic or practical check, together with appropriate students’ self-control. Control activities should cover all the educational material and have to be differentiated according to the level of students’ knowledge. Students should be informed about the content, methods, forms and time of control activities, they should know the results of the testing, analyze their mistake and get the proper feedback. 
All the aforesaid allows us to draw a conclusion that in the process of academic discipline studying it is worth combining complexes of control methods and forms to assess students’ learning outcomes. 
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